THE GREAT IMPERIAL ASSEMBLAGE AT DELHL

On the 1st January 1877 Her Majesty Queen Victoria was proclaimed
Empress of India in the historic city of Delhi by His Excellency Lord
Lytton in the presence of all the Ruling Princes and potentates of the
Empire.

This great Imperial Proclamation, which is regarded as a landmark
in the modern history of India, firmly associated the idea of the sovereignty
of India with the British Crown in the mind of every Indian. It has strength-
ened the feelings of deep loyalty and goodwill of the people towards the
British Throne, The Ruling Princes of India who had never seen each
other's faces met together as friends and well-wishers in the ancient historic
capital of India under the shadow of British sovereignty to listen to the
proclamation of the Great Queen* Sir Salar Jung, who had accompanied
His Highness the Nizam, was also present when the Imperial Proclamation
was read* As a mark of special approbation of the sovereign power a con-
firmation by the Government of India was made of a personal salute of 17
guns and it is worthy of remark that Sir Salar Jung was the only native
in all India who made a speech then in Delhi in the English language*

As his co-Regent was strongly opposed to all reforms the great
Minister was obliged to postpone his wise designs for a more convenient
time. After the demise of the co-Regent in 1881 he became virtually the
head of the State, a position which he filled with conspicuous success.
He now drew up a scheme of reforms, with the approval of Sir Stuart
Bayley, but before he could put it into force he passed away.

When Sir Salar Jung took up the reins of administration (1853) he
found that half the State had been sequestered in jagirs while the other half
was involved in debts at a ruinous interest. Ten years after he became
Minister the income of the State had more than doubled itself and in
twenty years it reached a figure nearly three times as high as it had stood
in the year 1853.

In the eighties of the last century after an enlightened administration
of nearly thirty years, the total revenue of the Dominions was two hundred
and ninety six lakhs of rupees to which it had risen from a much smaller
amount. The increase in revenue during thirty years of his administration
was due to new sources of revenue in forest administration, in frontier
customs, in stamps, in road taxes and from the postal department
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